Dear Canton Voter,
It’s that time of year again! You are urged to vote for your candidates for
the Boards of Selectmen, Finance, and Education on November 7, 2017.
You may ask, how do these boards affect me?
Well, for example, the
Board of Selectmen is responsible for hiring the Chief Administrative Officer, the Town Counsel, and others. The CAO reports to the Board of Selectmen.
Of the 10,336 residents that call Canton home, there are 7,514 registered
voters. Unfortunately only 164 of those voters turned out to have a say in
our town’s budget of $37,767,987 in May 2017. That’s only 1.6% of our
town’s population or 2.2% of registered voters determining how 100% of
our hard earned tax dollars are being spent!
Your League of Women Voters of Canton is concerned about the lack of
voter engagement, especially in municipal elections and referendums (look
on page 4 for statistics on past voting performance. You’ll be surprised.)
Inside this tool box, are the following:
How to find out about the candidates, page 3.
How to find out how to register, page 3.
Where to vote, page 3.
Comparisons of valley towns re voting, page 4.
Information about each board, pages 5-7.
And for 2018, information about your state officials, pages 8-10.
Mail-In Voter Registration Form, Page 11
Your citizenship starts at home. Vote in Canton’s local elections November
7, 2017 at Canton High School, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. See you there!!
League of Women Voters of Canton
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Each vote counts!

(Connecticut Secretary of the State Website)

WE URGE YOU TO VOTE
THIS NOVEMBER AND TO

On the following pages:

FORWARD THIS E-MAIL TO

Where to vote, how to
register,
learn
about
candidates and more.

YOUR CANTON FRIENDS.

On page four you will find a chart
of voting patterns of Farmington
Valley towns from 2007—2015..

November 7, 2017 Municipal
Election.

Registration Form on Page 11.
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How do I find out about
candidates?

Candidates’ Night: Held at the Canton High
School auditorium, 7 p.m. , Tuesday, October

How do I find
out about
voting?
(see below)

17, 2017 (provided for you by the LWV of
Canton.)
The website for Canton’s LWV has a link for
its Voters’ Guide (available in mid October
2017), www.lwvcanton.org.
Valley Press: Provides Q and A for local candidates prior to the election.

Go

to

the

Town

of

Canton’s

Website: www.townofcantonct.org.
Click

on

Departments.

Click

on

Registrars of Voters.

Q-Notify
Sign up on the homepage of
Canton’s website and click on

Go to LWV of Connecticut website:
www.lwvct.org and click on Voter
Services
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“Sign up for Notification”, or
contact the Town Clerk.

Referendum Data from the Town Clerk of Canton:
11/8/16 with a presidential election– 80% turnout
11/4/14 with a governor race– 62% turnout
5/20/14 budget referendum only–

5%

turnout

5/22/13 referendum question and budget-

4

18%

turnout
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This
fall
you
will
vote
for
candidates
for
the
Board
of
Selectmen, Board of Finance, and
the
Board
of
Education.
The
following pages will remind you
why you need to vote for them.

The BOS sets tax policies except for matters for the
BOE and policies related to land use boards.

The Board of
Selectmen
What does it have
to do with you?

Appoints

the

Chief

Administrative

Officer,

the

Finance Officer/Treasurer, and Town Clerk.
Appoints Tax Collector, Police Chief, Fire Chief and
Library Director.
Fills vacancies on the non-elected boards and commissions.
Oversees the administrative and fiscal needs of the
town.

The First Selectman receives a stipend for
this part time position and serves as a non-

The board consists of a First

voting ex-officio member of all Boards and

Selectman

Commissions.

selectmen.

This official is the Chief

Executive Officer of the Town, is empowered
to declare a temporary state of emergency
in

the

Town,

and

negotiates

all

agreements with Town employees.
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year
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elected

They all serve
terms

that

are

staggered for consistency on
the board.
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Municipal Elections
November 7, 2017

Sets the mill rate on which your property
tax bill is based or your landlord’s

The Board of
Finance
What does it have
to do with you?

property tax is based.
Approves appropriations up to $50,000
for the town.
Approves the acceptance and expenditure of any grant of funds or materials
up to $99,999.99.

The BOF also analyzes and reports on
long range financial plans and debt

“It is not necessary that someone

management for our town as well as

have a background in finance or a

prepares the final annual town budget
after receiving proposed budgets from

related area It is far more important
that any candidate for a BOF position
be interested in serving the town, be

the Boards of Selectmen and Education.

open minded and be willing to listen

There are 6 members of the BOF with

and learn.”

staggering terms.

Rick Eickenhorst, BOF Board Member.
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B e a n i n f o r m e d v o t e r.

Our students are our future, and education is a vehicle of opportunity for them.

The Board of
Education
What does it have
to do with you?

Our schools are part of the economic
engine that keeps our town healthy and
attractive.
A large portion of your tax money goes
to the Canton schools.

The BOE is responsible for making public
education policy for Canton. Board policies
are subject to Connecticut law, regulations
of the State Commissioner of Education, and
courts’ decisions. The Board operates under
the guidance of a Strategic Plan which is

Did you know that 67% of
the town budget is allot-

updated every five years by stakeholders in

ted to the Board of Educa-

the community.

tion?
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In 2018 state elections will be
held.
The next few pages will
give you information about your
state
governor,
senator,
and
representative.

Why is your vote for Governor important?

Governor of
Connecticut

He or she is the elected head of the

ex-

ecutive branch which includes the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, the

Secretary

of the State, Treasurer, Comptroller, Attorney General, and multiple agencies

He or she is commander-in-chief of the
State’s military forces, enforcer of State
laws, has veto power for bills passed by the

Dannel P. Malloy , our

General Assembly, and can make legislative

current Governor, can

proposals.

be reached at 860-5664840 or 800-406-1527.

The Governor has a 4 year term with no
term limits.
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Send this e-mail to your
friends

Your Senator:
Confirms

The
Connecticut
Senate

or

rejects

the

Governor’s

appointments for the executive department, boards and commissions.
Debates and votes on the budget.
Proposes

legislation,

discusses

it

in

committee, and votes on it.

Kevin Witkos is your State Senator who
represents 11 towns of the 8th Senate

Senator

District:

Canton,

reached at 1-800-842-1421

Simsbury,

Barkhamsted,

Avon,

Hartland,
Colebrook,

Witkos

can

be

(CT only)

New Hartford, Harwinton, Torrington,
Granby and Norfolk.

He is in the first

year of his current two year term.
There are no term limits.

Legislative

aide:

860-240-

0436
www.ctsenaterepublicans.com/contact-witkos
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Vote Tuesday, November 7,
2017
Municipal Elections

Your Representative:

The Connecticut
House of
Representatives

Debates and votes on the state budget.
Can propose legislation, discuss it in committee, and vote on it.
The speaker of the House presides over
the House and controls the flow of legislation and committee assignments.

Tim

LeGeyt

Avon’s

is

Canton

Representative

and
(17th

Representative

LeGeyt

can

House District) and is in the

be reached as follows:

first year of his two year term.

800-842-1423 or 860-240-

The Representative has no term

8700

limits.

www.cthousegop.com/legeyt/newsroom
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